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Why now?

Implementation-focused initiative that will advance the vision 

established by the Sector Plan and identify and prioritize short-

term transit and infrastructure improvements

Significant opportunity for redevelopment at the White Flint 

Metro station

White Flint does not function as a cohesive district; instead, 

isolated developments are forced to compete

Check-up on the progress of the 2010 White Flint Sector Plan



Advancing the Pike District is a Planning

Department initiative to accelerate the

transformation of White Flint’s core into a

mixed-use, walkable district by

identifying short- and medium-term

implementation-focused solutions that

build on the White Flint Sector Plan’s

recommendations, enhance mobility, and

promote economic development, urban

design and placemaking.

Purpose



Project Goals

Up-to-date 

Development

Progress Snapshot

Implement Vison Zero

in White Flint

Position the Metro 

Station site for success

Create an identity for

the Pike District 

through placemaking



NoMa Metro Station

WMATA SITE



• County is rebranding White Flint as the Pike District

• WMATA is pursuing a blue-sky approach to reimagine future 

development at the White Flint Metro station

• County is committed to implementing Vision Zero

• FLASH bus rapid transit on Rockville Pike

Synergies + 

Stakeholders



Walkability Analysis



Walkability Analysis

Prioritized Improvements

1. Close “hot” right-turns at Rockville 

Pike and Old Georgetown Road

2. Create a buffer between the roadway 

and  sidewalks using landscaping 

elements

3. Install wayfinding elements at major 

destinations and transition points



Scope

Advancing the Pike District will focus on:

• Mobility + circulation

• Economic development + implementation strategies

• Placemaking + urban design



Mobility + 

Circulation

Examine streetscapes and access in the Pike District with a 

Vision Zero perspective

Conduct Pedestrian Level of Comfort (PLOC) analysis

Downtown Bethesda

Identify short- and medium-term improvements to 

streets and sidewalks that connect major destinations



Mobility + 

Circulation

Consider impact of alternative transportation services

Examine short-term improvements to facilitate BRT on Rockville Pike

Analyze the use of commuter shuttles and curbside management impacts



Concerns

Congestion at Metro station Kiss & Ride 

on Marinelli Road

Pedestrian safety and lack of high 

visibility crosswalks at multiple 

intersections on MD 355

• Hillery Way (west)

• Edson Lane (east and west)

• Security Lane (west)

Lack of ped/bike connections from 

adjacent neighborhoods to White Flint 

Edson Lane (east + west)

Lacks continental striping

Security Lane (west)

Lacks continental striping



Plan and implement a placemaking activity with the 

Better Block foundation to reinforce the Pike District 

brand and enhance connectivity between sub-districts

Urban Design 

+ Placemaking

Closely coordinate with:

• Pike District rebranding campaign

• Key property owners

• Advocacy organizations and committees

• County/State agencies

Image Source: Betterblock.com



• Explore the creation of streetscape guidelines 

or standards for the Pike District

• Assess existing streetscape conditions and 

identify inadequate components

• Identify short-term streetscape improvements 

to enhance safety and access

Urban Design 

+ Placemaking



Meet regular ly with Pike Distr ict ’s  advisor y 

committees and advocacy organizat ions

Public Outreach +

Engagement

Engage res idents ,  commuters,  businesses ,  

and proper ty owners using onl ine 

meet ings,  sur veys ,  and social  media

Engage community members and stakeholders through the

Better Block placemaking event and tact ical  urbanism



ReReact Map
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